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· Introduction :

History of modern India is dominated by the tragic event of Partition of India and its aftermath. It has influenced the life of people across different religions, regions in very drastic manner.  Time and again, it erupts and disturbs the national integration. Various ethnic and religious riots all over India have proved its burning essence in everyday life. As a student and a teacher, this can be studied from various approaches to understand the gravity of a whimsical decision that permanently scratched the psyche of people in South Asian subcontinent. Partition can be studied from historical point of view, political, religious, cultural, linguistic identity, gender studies, migration studies, psychological implications and literature etc.  But for the present purpose, we are limiting the discussion within Economics, History and English Literature.
· Objectives :
· To study the historical event of Partition of India from multidisciplinary approaches i.e. social science, language and literature.

· To understand the financial and economic underpinning inherent in the study of partition.

· To understand the various sensibilities of human existence through literature and films on partition. 
· Methodology:
Methodology used in this pursuit is comparative analysis of these different disciplines by 
segmenting it for particular discipline and connecting it to larger jargon of Partition
 Studies. 
· Partition of India  & Social Science: 

Partition of India as a tragic event has an interdisciplinary nature of study as an object of 
study from various branches of knowledge. Considering Partition as an event in a particular 
point of time makes it historical event. It can be studied from the various social science 
perspectives as below:

· History: 

Partition of Indian Subcontinent has changed the complete course of history in the last 70 years.  India and Pakistan as separate nations and then Bangla Desh form the core of South Asia. These three different nation states have played crucial role in formation of the modern world. On the one hand India’s history of last seventy years is a saga of commendable progress, industrialization through anxious times. Today, India is emerging as a global superpower whereas Pakistan and Bangla Desh are still struggling to establish democratic nation and peaceful progress amid Islamic fundamentalism and state sponsored terrorism.  

Partition still remains a mile stone in understanding the various dimensions of history and politics. 

· Economics:
Partition of India can be studied predominantly from the perspectives of Economics.  Economic and financial dimensions of Partition reveal the basic reasons behind Partition. It has played crucial role in understanding pre-partition, partition and partition-aftermath scenario in Asian subcontinent.  the communal drift between haves and haves not have paved way to drift and indifferent relations between various cross sections of the society which later on centered on communal and religious line.    Agricultural and urban mindset inherent in contemporary society aligned people pro and anti Pakistan movement.  The most controversial part of partition was marking of borders which left people devastated and penniless. It was impossible to transfer the immovable property across the newly marked borders, people have to left it behind leaving the legacy of status, respect and rich economic tradition behind.  Aruna Mukerjee in her article on "Evacuee Property" (Economic Weekly of 10th September, 1949)     talks about this problem as:

We are now near the solution of the vital problem of evacuee property that we were in December 1947, when the question was raised for the first time between the two Dominions. Although it is a complex and difficult problem, it could no doubt have 
been solved, had both parties set about the business with determination and good will. The problem has, however, been further aggravated by the uncompromising attitude taken by Pakistan throughout the negotiations. Besides the   Rs. 1500 crores of property that has been left behind by non-Muslims in Pakistan, there are also imponderable to be taken into account- the human suffering, frustration and misery which the situation has caused her refugees...  (Economic Weekly of 10th September, 1949)     

The law of Evacuee Property of 1950 has tried to bring the harmony to settle the issue, but its implication and inhuman execution caused tragedy to the lives of refugees. Hurried declaration of partition and illogical markings    of borders have left people in a meager economic status.  
· Literature & Languages:

One of the major reasons behind increasing drift among India’s two biggest communities was language. Urdu was medium of instruction and court language during Mogul era. Later on revival of glorious past of India and Hindi language campaign and its implementation caused alienation of Muslim community from Hindus.  After partition, Pakistan implemented script change in Pakistan Part of Punjab. It forced to use Shahmukhi to write Punjabi instead of Gurumukhi script.  Rigid linguistic identities are still a grave concern for the national integration of India. 

Simultaneously, two nation theory and linguistic nationalism proved futile as East Pakistan proclaimed its cultural and linguistic identity as a Bangla nation. Amar Sonar Bangla was the call to recreate the golden cultural past of Bengal.  East Pakistan though a Muslim state was harassed in the name of Urdu language and for racial reasons. 
Partition was so sensitive issue that people did not talk or expressed about it immediately. Remembering partition was going through the same pain again. The psychological trauma was too much to think about this event. 
The traumas, suffering, mass migrations, abduction of women, love and longing of neighbors, uprooting, riots, killings, refugees, recovery operations, trains full of dead bodies and other  partition related calamities were aptly portrayed by Khushwant Singh (Train to Pakistan), Chaman Nahal (Azadi), Bhisma Sahani (Tamas), Amrita Pritam (Pinjar), Bapsi Sidhwa (Ice Candy Man or Cracking Earth), Amitav Ghosh(Shadow Lines), Jyotimaryi Devi (The River Churning / Epar Ganga Opar Ganga) Shauna Singh Baldwin (What the Body Remembers), Anita Rau Badami (Can You Hear the Nightbird Call), Tehmina Anam (A Golden Age) Asgar Wajahat (Jis Lahor Nahi Dekhya Jamaya Nahi), Mahesh Dattani (Final Solutions), Mukul Kesvan (Looking Through The Glass) and many more. these literary masterpieces have portrayed various issues that people have suffered during and after partition. 
· Conclusion:

· Thus, Literature dealing with Partition highlights that the borders marked by politicians had only destroyed the humanity causing great miseries, uprooting and various complications in the lives of  people from across the border.
· The whole corpus of Partition Studies can be studied from various multidisciplinary approaches.
· Evaluation:

· Discuss the economic effects of mass migration on refugees and contemporary economy of India.
· Elaborate the significance of Evacuee Property Law (1950) and its amendment from time to time.
· Partition of India has changed the course of history of Asian Subcontinent. Discuss
· How partition of India has influenced the geographical and cultural life style in South Asia.
· Discuss the contribution of Short story writer in the development of Partition Literature. (i.e. Saadat Hasan Manto)
· Elaborate the Gender Discourse inherent in Partition literature and Cinema 

